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was then devised for enslaving Ireland. A person of high
consideration was known to say, that half a million of
money had been expended to quell an opposition in Ireland^
and that as much more must be expended to bring the
legislature of that country to a proper temper. . . . 'You
have granted us/ said the people, 'an independent legis-
lature, independent certainly of your parliament, but
dependent upon your executive government/ The con-
cession, therefore, they viewed not as a blessing, but as a
mockery and an Insult" l
Fox went on to show how complete was the dependence
of the Irish Parliament on the English Cabinet; It was
everywhere known, when Fitzwilliam went to Dublin, that
Catholic emancipation would be carried by the Irish Parlia-
ment: the Government then recalled Fitzwilliam, and de-
feated Catholic emancipation. "What was this but the
most insulting display of the dependence of the Irish legis-
lature ? " This fact alone justified the criticism of what was
really the conduct of the English Cabinet, whose influence
had been used to sow dissension in Ireland, and "even the
concessions which were extended to the catholics, were con-
ducted upon a plan which seemed studiously intended by
government to damp the joy of their success." The country
was by this time confronted with the dreadful prospect of
a war with Ireland, and what ought to be the policy? It
ought to be the reverse of that Pitt had followed. " Before
I proceed, I must here beg leave pointedly to express my
abhorrence of the maxim divide et impera, and especially
that by such a truly diabolical maxim, the government of
Ireland should be regulated; on the contrary, I am con-
vinced, that in order to render Ireland happy in herself,
and useful in her connection with this country, every idea
of ruling by division ought to be relinquished, and that the
object of government should be to effect a complete union
of all ranks of men." 2
The Catholics had a right to all the privileges possessed
1 Speeches, vol. vi. pp. 308, 309.                        2 find. vol. vi. p. 310.